A TOUR OF
OLD ABINGTON

e
. —' a‘|o —l
L

[

—

i w
H -

BICENTENNIAL EDITION

HELEN L. SHAFFER



Foreword

This booklet is published with pride—pride in the historical
background of the community in which we live, pride in the
tradition of service of Abington Civic Club throughout its
thirty-five years of existence, and pride in the literary talent

and enthusiastic loyalty of one of our most ardent members,

Helen L. Shaffer.

(April, 1976- Bicentennial Issue)
(Written in 1937, revised January, 1960)

HeLeN L. SHAFFER



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Mrs. Albert B. Shaffer. the former Helen k. Lefferts. was born in
Holland. Bucks County, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Linford Lefferts. At the
age of six she moved into Abington Township, went te its schools, and
eraduated in 1906 from the Abington High School. In 1911 she married
Albert B. Shafler. a lifelong resident of Abington Village. Her two sons.
Linford L. Shafler. Howard B. ShaTer. and her daughter, Florence Shaffer
Sutch are all residents of Abington. Three generations, including her
husband. two brothers, three children. and several grandchildren, are
members of the Abington Alumni Association and share her pride in the
recent celebration of her fifty-fifth anniversary of active participation in
this group.

Her warmth and love of family has extended to embrace her com-
munily as manifested in her years of service to its many organizations.
Mrs. Shaffer has been a member of Abington Civic Club for thirty-five
years and was its vice-president from 1940-1942. She has been an active
member of Abington Presbyterian Church for fifty years; of the Abington
Y.M.C.A. for forty-eight years, including her term as president; a volun-
teer to Abington Memorial Hospital for forty-five years, a member of its
Women’s Board for fifteen years. of Old York Road Garden Club for
twenty-five years; and of Abington High School Alumni Association for
fifty-five years. In addition, she has given her loyal devotion to Parent
Teacher Associations, Scouting. and volunteer emergency work. and her
enthusiastic support to Treasure Questers. a group interested in the study
of antiques and historical background material.

Mrs. Shaffer has drawn on her intimate knowledge of her community
to write of its fascinating history. We are indebted to her for her untiring
eflorts in delving into our glorious past and for her generosity in giving us
the privilege of publishing this booklet. Its unique charm and sentimental
nostalgia express her personality and recreate the past as we tour Old
Abington.

God gives all mer all earth to love,
But since Man’s lLeart is small,
Ordains for each one spot shall prove
Beloved over all.
— Rudyard Kipling







